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The conventional wisdomÑenunciated

by political leaders, media commenta-

tors, and scholars on both left and

rightÑassumes the problem stems from

paternal abandonment. Clinton said the

fathers pursued by hiy hdministration

Òhave chosen to abandon their childrenÓ

(Clinton 1992). David Blankenhorn

writes that Òthe principal cause of

fatherlessness is paternal choiceÉthe

rising rate of paternal abandonmentÓ(Blankenhorn 1995, 22Ð23).

The little work by political scientists

perpetuates this assumption. ÒHusbandsabandon wives and children with no

looking back,Ó writes Cynthia Daniels

(1998, 2). ÒMillions of men walk out

on their children,Ó says Robert Griswold

(1998, 19).

Conservatives, who have done most

to call attention to fatherlessness, also





seminar, when municipal court judge
Richard Russell told his colleagues:

Your job is not to become concerned
about the constitutional rights of the
man that you’re violating as you grant a
restraining order. Throw him out on the
street, give him the clothes on his back,



both,” Williams Akins writes. Of the
11 members in 1998, “Two were mem-
bers of the judiciary, two represented
custodial parent advocacy groups, four
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